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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
The college s tarted funct ioning from

3rd July, 1969 with PUC classes in humanities. In
1970, B.A.  History, B.A. Economics and
B.Sc.  Mathematics courses were introduced.
During 1971 - 1974 strenuous efforts were made to
acquire more land and to obtain alienation orders from
the goverment for the entire extent of 39.52 acres.
A building grant of Rs. 75,000 was received from the
Government of Tamil Nadu due to the initiative of
Sri. G. Govindarajan, the then Principal.

The foundation stone for the new block was
laid in September 1973.  Sri C. Ethiraj had been a
great asset as well as source of strength to the
college as the f irst Honorary Correspondent.
He rendered proverbial services to this Institution
during his tenure.  In fact, his untiring efforts and
commitment are the real foundations on which the
college is built up.  He laid down his office as the
Honorary Correspondent of the college in March 1975.

The management committee was then
re-constituted and re-designated as Educational
Sub-Committee. Sri. M. Namalwar Chetty was the
Chairman of  the Commit tee.  Sr i C. Ethiraj ,
Sri C. Emberumanar Gupta, Dr. T.M. Srinivasan,
Sri P. Venkataswamy, Sri. C. Venkatachalam were
the members and the Princ ipal became the
ex-officio member of the committee.  Now, the
Educational Sub-committee is named as Board of
Governors with the inclusion of the University
Representative from Madras University as a member.

Dr.  T.M. Sr inivasan was elected as the
Honorary Correspondent of the College. In the
academic year 1975 - 1976 the Sub-Committee
secured affiliation to B.Com. course.

At the Wor ld Telugu Conference held in
Madras, Sri. J. Vengal Rao, the then Chief-Minister
of Andhra Pradesh and Sri M.V. Krishna Rao, the then
Minis ter for  Educat ion of  Andhra Pradesh,
expressed their desire to establish an institute
of  higher education in Madras to encourage
the Telugu Minority group to pursue higher
education.  Sri C. Emberumanar Gupta, one of our
trustees, suggested to Sri J.V. Somayajulu that
opening a new institution would require land and
more funds. Instead the Government of Andhra
Pradesh might  extend their ass istance to
‘Dharmamurthi Rao Bahadur Calavala Cunnan
Chetty’s Charities’ which was already running a
college efficiently. Sri J. Vengal Rao promised that
the Government of Andhra Predesh would offer
matching grants for the construction of buildings.
Smt. Narasamma, a local resident, donated 1.17
acres of land to the college.

The construction began in 1975. In March the
same year, the Chief Minister and the Education
Minister of Andhra Pradesh visited the college. To the
delight of all concerned they announced a grant of
Rs. 4 lakhs - Rs. 2 lakhs from Tirumala-Thirupathi
Devasthanams. Hon’ble Sri J. Vengal Rao laid the
foundation stone for the Cunnan Block. The stone
laying function was presided over by Sri Justice
Ram Prasad Rao. The generous grant of the
Government of  Andhra Pradesh and the
T.T. Devasthanams gave us twelve lecture halls.

The academic year 1976-1977 marks the
introduction of co-education in the college. In the year,
1978-1979 the University of Madras granted
affiliation to B.A. English.  In the  following academic
year 1979 - 1980 affiliation to B.A. Telugu was
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obtained. Dr. T.M. Srinivasan laid down his office as
Honorary Correspondent on 31st March 1981.
Under his tenure the college had a steady and rapid
growth.  Sri C.N. Alwar Chetty became the next
Honorary  Correspondent of the col lege on
1st  April 1981.

He secured af f i l iat ion to B.A. Corporate
Secretaryship.  After a satisfactory service to the
cause of education, he chose to retire in 1990.

Sri M.V. Cunniah Chetty, B.Sc., B.Com., became
the Secretary of the college on 6th June 1990.
He introduced Evening College in the campus in the
academic year 1995 - 1996. The Evening College is
under self financing stream and  is  absolutely service
oriented. He was instrumental in  introducing
B.Sc., Computer Science, B.Com., B.B.A.,
B.Sc.Mathematics, B.C.A., B.Com. Corporate
Secretaryship, B.Sc. Electronics and Communication
Science courses besides the construction of Seethamma
Block at a cost of Rs. 60 lakhs. The block was opened
by Hon’ble Justice K.G. Balakrishnan,  Chief Justice,
Madras High Court on 25th March 2000, during the
Tri-Decennial Celebrations of the college. It houses  a
computer Lab and Evening  college Classes.

Sri M. Venkatesaperumal, B.A., F.C.A., took
charge as the Secretary of the college with effect
from 01-04-2001. His achievement was to secure
affiliation to B.Sc., (Information Systems Management),
M.Com and the third section in B.Com.
The construction of the compound wall for the entire
campus was a marvelous achievement  under his
 stewardship.

The ‘Dharmamurthi Calavala Cunnan Chetty Block’
was constructed at a cost of Rs. 78.30 Lakhs.
It was declared open by Sri. V.R. Bakthavatsalam, the

then President of the Board of Trustees, on
8th September 2003.  It houses the library, computer
lab and evening college class rooms.  A 82.5 KVA
generator was installed at a cost of Rs.6.50 lakhs.
It was switched on by Sri. M.V. Cunniah Chetty,
Office Trustee, on the same day.

The cunnan auditorium was constructed at
a cost of Rs. 19,32,000/-.  It was opened by
Sri. Vummidi Sreehari, Trustee, on 10thApril, 2005.
This spacious  auditorium can accommodate up to one
thousand students.

The Cunnan Block Reception Hall, additional class
rooms and staff rooms were constructed at a cost
of Rs. 30,83,000/-.  It was declared open by
Sri M.V. Cunniah Chetty, Office Trustee,  on 10th April
2005.

The Dharmamurthi Cunnan Chetty Decennial Block
was constructed at a cost of Rs. 24,11,000/-.
It was declared open by Sri C. Venkatachalam, Trustee,
on 10th April, 2005.    It houses evening college classes.
At present all the classes in both day and evening
colleges function in well built  spacious blocks.

The Evening College successfully completed
ten years of academic service in 2005.  The decennial
function was  fittingly  celebrated on 15.4.2005.
Prof. S.P. Thyagarajan, Vice - Chancellor, University of
Madras, presided over the celebrations.
Our benevolent management  donated rupees one lakh
towards Madras University Senate House Restoration
fund.

The tenure of Sri. M. Venkatesaperumal,
Honorary  Secretary, ended on 31st March 2006.
Sri. M.V. Cunniah Chetty, B.Sc. B.Com., took over as
the Secretary of the college for the second term with
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effect from 01.04.2006.  The NAAC Peer Team  visited
our college on 7th & 8th April 2006 and  accredited our
college with B+ Grade (79.05%). The introduction of
M.Sc. (IT), B.Sc. Visual  Communication, B.Com
(Accounting and Finance) and Master of Social Work
(M.S.W.) is yet another milestone  during his  second
tenure as the Honorary Secretary of the college.
Sri. M. Venkatesaperumal became the Secretary
of the college for the second tenure with effect from
01.04.2009 and his secretaryship has been extended
for a further term of three years from 1.4.2015.
 The Cunnan Ruby Jubilee Block  was constructed at a
cost of Rs. 3.50 crores.  It was declared open by
Dr. G. Thiruvasagam, Vice  Chancellor, University of
Madras on 17th  April, 2010 as part of Ruby Jubilee
(40th Year)  Celebrations of the college.   It houses many
class rooms, seminar hall, staff rooms, ladies waiting
hall, drawing room,  multimedia lab,  studios,
acoustics,  editing room,  preview theatre and rooms for
extension activities.   The Ruby  Jubilee Block, Calavala
Cunnan Block, Cunnan Sports  Centre, a big shelter in
front of the canteen to  facilitate the students to take
their food and the  provision of a Computer Lab in Cunnan
Block to help the poor students to learn basics in
computer,  English &  Foreign  languages are the
various achievements during his tenure as  Secretary.
The NAAC Peer Team visited our college for
Re-accreditation from  4th to 6th February 2013 and
awarded  B Grade with  a CGPA of (2.83) on a four
point scale for a period of   5 years from 23.03.2013.

Visitor’s Hall enclosing the Cunnan Block was
constructed during 2015-2016.  A separate Toilet Block
for Boys  and  Girls was also constructed.

The Vicennial function (20 years) of Evening
College was celebrated on 19.09.2015  presided over  by
Justice J. Chelameswar, Judge Supreme Court of
India.

The College has started M.A. Economics,
M.Phil. in Commerce and Social Work in the
academic year 2016-2017.

The College has started M.Phil. in Economics,
M.A. Tamil and B.A. Criminology and Police
Administration courses in the academic year  2018 - 2019.
B.Sc. Physics and B.Sc. Chemistry courses were
introduced during the academic year 2019-2020 in
commemoration of 150th Birth Anniversary of  our Founder
and  Silver Jubilee celebrations of Shift 2.

The Seetha Cunnan Silver Jubilee Science Block was
constructed at a cost of Rs. 3.50 crore.  It was inagurated
by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Vice President of
India  Hon’ble Vice President unveiled the  Statues of our
Founder Couple and released  Commemorative stamp and
Special Cover of Founder.  Shri Banwarilal Purohit,
Hon’ble Governor of  Tamil Nadu released Souvenir  and
Commemorative Volume on the occasion.
Shri D. Jayakumar, Minister for Fisheries, Govt. of
Tamil Nadu and Shri M. Sampath, Chief Postmaster
General, Tamil Nadu Circle participated in the
function. The meeting commenced with Welcome
speech by Shri. M. Venkatesaperumal, President of
the  Charities  and Words of Thanks resented by
Shri. M.V. Cunniah Chetty, Managing Trustee of the
Charities.
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Government of Tamil Nadu has conferred on our
College “LINGUISTIC (TELUGU) MINORITY STATUS“
with effect from 2018-2019.

The College has accommodated about 500 migrant
labourers for three days from 21st May 2020 to
25th May 2020 and provided food during COVID 19
(Corona Virus) pandemic period.

Sri M. Venkatesaperumal  continues as Secretary
of the College for the seventh term with effect from
01.04.2021.

The NAAC Peer Team visited our College on
3rd  and 4th August 2021 and awarded B+ Grade with a
CGPA of (2.52) on a four point scale for a period of
5 years from 10.08.2021.

The college started B.Com. Bank Management.
The University of Madras has granted Ph.D. Research
Status to the PG Department of Commerce in the aca-
demic year 2022-2023.

Centre for ‘Climate Literacy and Campaign’ was
established on 13th May 2022 and inaugurated by
Sri B. Gautham, Trustee.

B.Sc. Computer Science with Data Science and
B.Sc. Computer Science with Artficial Intelligence have
been introduced in the academic year 2023-2024.

The College has been presented Green Champion
Award with a Certificate of appreciation and a cheque
for Rs.1,00,000/- under the aegis of The Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Thiruvallur by the District
Collector on 5th June 2023 (World Environmental Day).
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